IS    POLAND    LOST ?

Was it any wonder that Germany, having sown
hatred, reaped the same?

That was the position of partitioned Poland
when the war of 1914 broke out. The time had
come to shake off the hated foreign yoke and the
Polish people, their spirit and vitality unbroken
by centuries of awful persecution and repression,
were determined to re-create a new, independent
Poland. The Western Slavs, the Obtrocs, Lutics,
Vilks and Sorbs had all become extinct, either in
the physical sense or through Germanization; but
the Polish people had survived, strong, vital and
conscious of its great destiny, and was once more
ready to raise the banner of liberty. They did not,
could not, attack Germany or Austria because they
needed the help of these two enemies against the
third, the arch-enemy of Poland. As early as
6th August 1914 some of the Polish regiments,
led by Pilsudski, were able to cross the Russian
frontier.

Many thousands of Poles who were taken
prisoner by the Russians were summarily executed
as deserters from the Russian Army, or as franc-
tireurs> or an ony other pretext. The Poles knew
this in advance, but it did not deter them, nor
were they deterred by the knowledge that in many
cases brother and brother and father and son were
facing each other in the opposing armies. As if this
were not enough, the greater part of the Eastern
campaign took place on Polish soil, with all the
loss of civilian life and devastation that this in-
volved. The Polish cornfields became pock-
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